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England; still, controlled). An Intelligent Englishman or
Frenchman, if he is prepared to spend a great deal of
time in reading, can weigh conflicting views on foreign
affairs; but so can an intelligent Italian, with little more
trouble. And your Englishman or Frenchman, however
intelligent he may be, cannot expect to be in possession
of Cabinet secrets. Many things cannot be discussed in
public, even in a democracy. In Italy and Germany,
which are both full of tourists at all seasons, and wheie
foreign newspapers (English, American, French, Swiss)
are on sale in all large and many small towns, it would
be impossible to keep the people ignorant of what is
happening in Europe, and they are not, in fact, ignorant.
The average Italian knows more of foreign affairs than
the average Englishman. Far more foreign newspapers
are on sale in a provincial city of Italy than in a similar
English town. Moreover, there are at least five daily
newspapers in Italy which are controlled by the Pope, not
by the Duce, and these are often critical of Fascism; tor
the Roman Church is an international power with in-
creasing influence in the democracies of the world. Of
these newspapers, the chief is the Osservatore Romano,
published from the Vatican City.*

The suggestion which one so often hears, in Liberal
circles, that the Italians are being duped has no founda-
tion in fact. I know the Italians, for I was not only born

* During Hitler's visit to Rome the Qsservatore never men-
tioned the presence of the Germans at all. The Vatican had
closed all its museums and picture-galleries to mark its dis-
pleasure. On the day of Hitler's state entry I read the following
under Notes of the Day; " Jesus Christ comes to the Altar under
the veil of the Eucharist without any apparatus oi majesty. Our
Lord seems to seek out the lowly, and is regardless of His
honour. In the day of judgment how we shall repent of having
lived near so much love without having given it due regard."
The only other comment I noticed was oblique: it was a note
recording the anniversary of the sack of Rome by the Visigoths 1
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